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Goal
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DatCat was designed to improve data sharing by 
providing a unified metadata database for Internet data.
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Goals
Makes the following processes easy for users.

• finding data sets of interest

- Many researchers lack access and/or expertise to collect data 
needed for their research.

• adding new data sets to the catalog

- Contributors (who are generally underfunded and providing 
data out of dedication to the general good) want to minimize 
time lost to their own research.

• annotating data sets in the catalog

- Provides a flexible way for contributors and users to mark 
up interesting facts about data sets.  Such as the number of 
packets or that a given file is corrupted.

• does not store data 
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Database Scheme
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logical group of files 
(paper, project,...)

raw data files
(traceroutes, logs dumps, ...)

downloadable files
(single file, tarball, ...) 

how to get the packages
(URL, contact address, ...)

collection 

packages

data les

locations
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Lightweight Collections
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•contributors will only need to fill 
in the collection information, plus

- creation process

- location

- data files optional

•shorten search path from 
collection to locations

lightweight
collection 

packages

data les

locations
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gziped

Example
DITL 2006

OARC DNS 

root traces

data data

WIDE, CAIDA, 
DNS roots ...

data data

collections

data files

packages

http://data.oar... please contact
admin@dns-oarc.netlocations

tarball
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note:contains 
DOS attack

packet_count: 30,000
dst.port_count: 300
........

note:corrupted

http://data.asr...

DITL 2006AS Rank Data

lightweight
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Collection Fields

7

Wednesday, February 6, 13



http://imdc.datcat.org

Location Fields
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Give it a try
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start here

http://imdc.datcat.org
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